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     PA#6                 Building Your Reputation                       PA#6 

“Very adamantly Leonidas speaks to Darius. “How in the name of dignity could 

any Roman – not just a Roman – but a Roman centurion bow to a Jew!”  

“He speaks words of truth, power, and authority. He is a godly man.”  

Somewhat angry, Leonidas replies, “He’s a Jew, and considers you a pagan 

dog.”  

“What’s more important, saving the life of Favian or my pride?” 

Leonidas questions, “The stablemaster is on the verge of death. If our 

physicians could not heal him what makes you think this man can heal him?” 

“Barabbas has a reputation as a thief and a murderer. Pilate as a tough ruler. 

Your reputation, Leonidas, is that of a great warrior and leader of men. And the 

Nazarene – He makes the blind see, the crippled walk, and the lepers cleansed,” 

said Darius. 

Leonidas abruptly stops. For a moment, the soldiers briefly look at each other. 

Then without saying anything further, they proceed down the road.”  

……. The Roman patrol  .….. heads toward the Roman garrison. When the 

soldiers reach it, they dismount and start to take their horses to the stables. Cleopas 

and another stable hand approach the soldiers hastily.  

“Master Darius, Master Darius, it’s Favian,” remarks Cleopas. “He’s well, sir. 

Suddenly, it’s the Favian of old. He got up. Earlier this afternoon, he just got up!” 

remarks the other.  

“I don’t believe it,” Julian says.  

Darius and Leonidas look at each other without speaking. Turning back 

toward the stable-hands, Darius questions, “And where is the stablemaster now?”  

“There - sir, he is coming this way,” Cleopas points toward the servant’s 

quarters. Favian approaches the returning patrol walking in his own strength and 

looking very healthy.  

Darius looks at Leonidas and says, “Reputations, Leonidas. Reputations do 

matter.”        

Darius and Leonidas, No Dark Clouds A Tale of the Christ, Chapter 5 



When Darius asks, “What’s more important, saving the life of Favian or my pride?”, what does 
this reveal about the kind of reputation he wants to have—and how does it contrast with Leonidas’ 
concern about status and appearance? 

 

 

 

 

Darius lists the reputations of Barabbas, Pilate, Leonidas, and Jesus. How does this moment 
show that a person’s reputation is built over time through consistent actions, and what does it 
make you think about the kind of “name” you are building right now? 

 

 

 

 

Many people know the sting of being judged too quickly. Sometimes it happens because of a 
single mistake. Other times it grows from a season of poor choices, a moment of weakness, or a 
past we wish we could rewrite. Even after we’ve changed, people may still see us through the 
shadows of who we used to be. Reputation is delicate, and once it cracks, it can feel as if it will 
never be whole again. 

Some begin to believe a painful lie: “God can’t redeem my reputation. My past defines me 
forever.” But Scripture tells a different story—one filled with hope, restoration, and the promise 
that God is far more committed to our future than our failures. Proverbs reminds us how deeply 
God values character: “A good name is to be more desired than great wealth, Favor is better than 
silver and gold.” (Proverbs 22:1) 

This isn’t meant to pressure us into perfection; it reveals God’s heart for the kind of people we 
are becoming. He cares about the way we reflect His character in a world that watches closely. 

A broken reputation was never part of God’s original design. Before sin entered the world, 
human relationships were marked by trust, honesty, and transparency. But in Genesis 3, the fall 
introduced fear, deceit, and self-protection. These distortions still shape how we act and how 
others perceive us. Even believers—people who love God—can struggle with inconsistency or 
impulsive choices. Not because God has abandoned them, but because sin still influences human 
character and relationships. Yet Scripture also points us toward a future where our story is fully 
redeemed.  

Proverbs offers this steady encouragement: “He who walks in integrity walks securely, But he 
who perverts his ways will be found out.” (Proverbs 10:9) 



Every act of honesty, every moment of repentance, every quiet decision to do what is right 
becomes part of the slow, steady rebuilding of a trustworthy name. 

A damaged reputation can come from many places. Sometimes it grows from repeated choices 
that hurt others. Sometimes it forms because we refuse to repent or make things right. Other times 
it develops because we live inconsistently—acting one way in public and another in private. And 
sometimes it has nothing to do with our actions at all. People may judge unfairly, hold onto old 
stories, or refuse to forgive. God does intervene. He softens hearts, opens eyes, and restores what 
sin has damaged. But trust is still something that grows slowly, like a seed that must be watered 
over time. 

Even so, Christ continues to redeem, reshape, and rebuild what once seemed broken beyond 
repair. He is not intimidated by your past. He is not limited by your reputation. He is committed 
to forming a new name within you—one marked by grace, truth, and steady transformation. 

Jesus Himself calls us to live in a way that reflects His goodness: “Let your light shine before 
men in such a way that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven.” 
(Matthew 5:16)  

And Paul reminds us that our work, our choices, and our character are ultimately for the 
Lord: “Whatever you do, do your work heartily, as for the Lord rather than for men… It is the 
Lord Christ whom you serve.” (Colossians 3:23–24) 

Integrity becomes the guiding force that shapes a renewed reputation: “The integrity of the 
upright will guide them, But the crookedness of the treacherous will destroy them.” (Proverbs 
11:3)  

And God calls His people to live with discernment, wisdom, and moral clarity: “Moreover, 
they shall teach My people the difference between the holy and the profane, and cause them to 
discern between the unclean and the clean.” (Ezekiel 44:23) 

Paul echoes this same call to character when he writes: “In all things show yourself to be an 
example of good deeds, with purity in doctrine, dignified, sound in speech which is beyond 
reproach, so that the opponent will be put to shame, having nothing bad to say about us.” (Titus 
2:7–8) 

Reflection Questions 

1. Which of the above mentioned Scripture Nuggets encourages you most when you 
think about rebuilding trust or shaping how others see you? 

 

 

 

 



2. How would you gently respond to someone who feels stuck in their past and 
wonders if God can still use them? 

 

 

 

 

Christ Restores Your Name 

When Jesus carried our sins to the cross, He also carried the shame attached to them—every 
lie, every broken promise, every moment that damaged our reputation. Through His sacrifice, 
He opened the way for our character to be restored and renewed. God, through Christ, 
transforms us into people of honor, not for our glory, but for His.  

Your past may explain where you’ve been, but it does not define where God is taking you. 
In Christ, your name is not ruined—it is redeemed. 

Discussion Questions 

 Think about a time when someone misjudged you or held onto an old version of you. How 
did that experience shape the way you view reputation, forgiveness, or personal growth? 

What does “walking in integrity” look like in your daily life right now? Are there small, 
practical steps you sense God inviting you to take? 

How does knowing that Christ is not intimidated by your past change the way you approach 
rebuilding trust with others? 

When you think about your “name” before God—your identity, your character, your story—
what do you hope He continues to shape or redeem in the season ahead? 

 


